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Introduction

India is a nation where women empowerment is yet to take place, 
especially in rural and semi urban areas, where they are still looked 

down as the weaker and incapable sex. When half population of our 
country is struggling for their basic right, it is almost impossible for 
development of nation. There is no chance of the welfare of the world 
unless the condition of women is improved. That’s why now a day’s 
women empowerment is a global movement. It will continue to remain 
a buzzword until patriarchal societal norms are challenged and the state 
comes forward to protect women against violence. In today’s scenario 
women empowerment can be considered as an essential part of nation 
building. It is the need to initiate and to sustain the development of any 
economy. Actually empowerment as an action refers both to process of 
self empowerment and to professional support of people which enables 
them to overcome their sense of powerlessness and lack of influence 
and to recognize and eventually to use their resources and chances.

Majority of women in our country is still being subjected to gender 
discrimination and domestic violence illiteracy, poverty and deprivation, 
wish and hunger are some of the words which are associated with 
Indian women. Women constitute almost half of country’s population 
and their work participation is also increasing and diversifying and 
impacting her family, neighborhood and the economy too. But their 
numerical strength is still confined to a secondary status in social life, 
economic activities and decision making process. So it is essential to 
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empower women to reduce gender gap and enhance the development 
of country. 

First step of women empowerment is to increase the female literacy 
rate, because education is a weapon by which we can win everything 
without shouting. The role of education in facilitating social and 
economical progress is well recognized. Female literacy directly linked 
with empowerment and the education enables women to choose their 
own way and look after their families in a better way. It is rightly said 
that the education is the mile stone to increase women position in our 
society. It enables them to respond to opportunities to challenge their 
traditional roles as well as nontraditional rolls. Education has played 
a very significant role in changing and empowering the position and 
status of women in society. It has been seen as a medicine for curing the 
ills of society. It is a force capable of generating new opportunities for 
women. Women education in the right way will contribute immensely 
to build up a strong nation by rearing up able and ideal citizens. Actually 
education is like a wealth. As we knew there is so much poverty. Poor 
people are getting poorer, but if you are well educated then you can do 
anything and nourish your family and fulfill their needs. Education of 
women empowers them and place them on an equal footing with men 
in every field. 

There is a significant role between literacy and development. Literacy 
benefits both individual and communities. It transforms people, 
communities and the entire social structure and is a key for socio-
economic development. Education develops the personalities and 
rationality of individual, qualifies them to fulfill certain economic, 
political and cultural function and thereby improves their socio-
economic status. Although the universal declaration of human right 
affirms that all human beings are equal in dignity and rights without 
distinction of any kind including distinction based on sex. The U.N 
General Assembly emphasized in its Article 26-1 “every women has 
the right to education, technical & general education shall be made 
generally available and that higher education shall be equally accessible 
to all on the basis of merits.” 

Ancient India was a golden era in which women occupied equal status 
to men. In Harappa & Mohenjo-Daro, Aryan time women have been 
worshiped as Goddess, Gargi, Matreyi, Shakuntala were famos literate 
lady of that time. Women had right to get education with male in vedic 
period but it was only for reputed family. Some situations were in 
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Buddhist and Muslim Period. In British period many missionaries and 
social institution had started women literacy agenda. First time in 1854 
wood’s dispatch advised to extend female education. In 1882 hunter 

Table 1: Difference Education Commission of India 

Sr.No Education commission Year Recommendation regarding female education 

1 Wood Dispatch 1854 Focus on female education and give grant to 
that school which promote female education 

2 Hunter Commission 1882 Hunter Commission advised that curriculum 
should be different for boys & girls. More 
practical subject should be included in girls’ 
curriculum. Scholar should be given to girls 
and more girls’ school should be established. 

3 Sargent Plan 1944 Free education for 6-14 years children. 
4 Radha Krishnan 

commission / 
University education 
commission 

1948-49 Force on women education, this commission 
advised to increase female enrollment in 
higher education.

5 Mudaliar 
Commission / 
Secondary education 
commission 

1952-53 To advised increase girls education at 
secondary level. 

6 Durga Bai 
Deshmukh 
committee

1958 Plan for girl’s education in rural areas. 
Indian government should start special 
national female education council that will 
work for women education. Remove the gap 
between male & female education. 

7 Hansa Mehta 
Committee

1962 Education should be based on personal 
interest, ability not on gender difference. 

8 Kothari 
Commission/ 
education 
commission 

1964-66 Separate girls school should open for 
girls at higher primary level, promote 
higher education for girls and established 
girls college. There should be hostel and 
scholarship facility for girls. 

9 National Policy of 
education

1986 Women studies related topic should be 
included in curriculum. Educational institute 
should promote women development 
programmers and reduce the obstacle in the 
way of women literacy. 

10 Acharya Ram Murti 
Committee

1990 To increase female literacy rate, No of Girls 
Schools, colleges and other institution 
should be increase. Different types of 
communication channel should be use to 
teach then and promote girls education in 
adult education programmers also. 



268   Tazhi Fatima  and Anju Srivastava

commissions accepted and promote the wood dispatch report and said 
that the educational status of women in India is very poor. It should 
be change for country development. In 1904 Annie Besant stablished 
‘central girl’s school’ in Banaras. In 1944 ‘Sargent Plan’ emphasized on 
women education. It focused that all children (girls & boys) from 6 to 
14 years should right to get essential and basic education.

After Independence Indian Government formed many commission 
regarding education in which some were especially for female literacy 
time to time. They recommended their ideas to increase female literacy 
rate. Special curriculum for girls, free education, hostel facility, 
transportation facility, separate girl’s school, recruitment of female 
teacher, formation of female education council, establishment of girl’s 
college etc were the recommendation of different commission. This is 
the reason that female literacy rate reached 65.465 in 2011 from 0.60% 
in 1901. 

Table 2: Literacy Percentage in India 

Sr.No Census year Total literacy 
percentage

Male literacy 
percentage 

Female literacy 
percentage 

1 1901 5.35 9.83 0.60
2 1911 5.92 10.56 1.05
3 1921 7.16 12.21 1.81
4 1931 9.50 15.59 2.93
5 1941 16.10 24.90 7.30
6 1951 16.67 24.95 7.92
7 1961 24.02 24.44 12.95
8 1971 29.45 39.45 18.68
9 1981 36.17 46.74 24.89
10 1991 52.21 64.13 39.29
11 2001 65.38 75.85 54.16
12 2011 74.04 82.14 65.46

Above data shows that female literacy rate has increased but not in the 
same level with male till this date. Though our constitution guarantees 
equal rights to women without any fear discrimination, Article 14 
provides that the state shall not deny to any person equality before 
the law and equal protection of laws within the territory of India. 
According to article 15 - the state shall not discriminate any citizen on 
the grounds of religion, race, cast, sex, place of birth or any of them. 
The Article 15 (3) makes a special provision enabling the state to make 
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affirmative discrimination in favor of women and children. The Article 
16 guarantees equality of opportunity in matter of public employment. 

Female Literacy rate is increasing day by day but the gender ratio is 
decreasing in our country. This is shame for us. 

Table 3: Gender ratio in India 

Sr.No Census year Female per 1000 male 
1 1901 972
2 1911 964
3 1921 955
4 1931 950
5 1941 945
6 1951 946
7 1961 941
8 1971 930
9 1981 934
10 1991 927
11 2001 933
12 2011 940

We are talking about women empowerment but with this data how can 
we empower them? Table 3 data’s shows that gender ratio is decreasing 
continuously till this date. This is not good. This shows our mentality, 
murder female foeticide, dowry, rape, unlatching marriage, child 
marriage, violence etc were main crimes which we see in our society 
against women. These are the main obstacles in the path of women 
empowerment and the main reason of these problems is illiteracy. 
Education gives power to take decision; it gives mental strength and 
ability of understanding the right way. 

The issue of women empowerment is multidimensional and complex. 
Although legally and theoretically women are new recognized as the 
social equals of man but the patriarch family system are still surcharge 
on them due to the spirit of male dominance. Women economic 
employment is very much crucial for improvement of women. 
For that education is basis need. Hence there is a great need of the 
social revolution in the nation for development of women and our 
country also. 



270   Tazhi Fatima  and Anju Srivastava

REFERENCE 
Nava Arthiki Vol-18, No-1, Jan-June 2010.
Pratiyogita Darpan: General Studies & Indian Economy. 
Singh Kumar Ajay (2011-12): History of Education, Educational Problems, Women 

Education & Comparative Education, Navdeep Publication, Patna. 
Sukhiya P.S. (2010): Educational Administration, Organization and Health 

Education: Agrawal Publication, Agra. 
* * *

Received on 19.6.2020 and accepted on 21.9.2020


