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Abstract

Biggest challenge of 21st century is to combat all types of discriminations and 
crimes against women simultaneously creating awareness among women 
regarding their own rights. The present study has conducted to analyse the impact 
of diff erent variables on women rights awareness among 50 women of Jhansi city. 
Self- structured questionnaire has been used to collect the data. Chi-square test is 
used for data analysis. Results showed that  women of nuclear families were more 
aware about their rights in comparison of women of joint and extended families 
with the χ2value of.035. No signifi cant association was observed between age and 
marital status of women with the awareness about women rights.
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Introduction

Equal rights for both men and women were guaranteed by the
Universal Declaration on Human Rights in the year 1948. But 

scenario on ground zero is faraway from this so-called hypothetical 
picture of equality. The situation is so nasty that awareness among 
women regarding their rights has become the biggest global concern 
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today. If we take into consideration the situation of women in Indian 
society, the condition is even more degraded. Women in India is often 
subject to violation of their rights both in public and personal places. 
As we all are aware,women’s rights are equally applicable to both the 
“private” and “public” spheres of their lives.1Addressing the problem 
of women’s rights in “private” sphere sometimes become more 
challenging as it often goes beyond the purview of the state. Very often 
discrimination and crimes against women that occur within family 
remain hidden under the veil of religious and cultural practices, where 
committers of such abuse typically enjoysocialliberty for their actions. 
NCRB 2016 data shows that in 95% of the reported cases, rape has been 
committed by a known person. 2

Since 1980s, women around the world started coming forward in 
networks to raise awareness against the problems of inequality, 
discrimination &violence. Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action was an important outcome of Fourth World Conference on 
Women held at Beijing in 1995.3During this conference International 
community showed their commitment towards the advancement and 
empowerment of women and removing obstacles in both public and 
private spheres that have historically limited complete participation of 
women in society.

The principles and practices related to women’s rights are continuously 
sprouting. Numbers of international covenants, agreements and 
commitments regarding women’s rights have been put forward over 
past several decades addressing and confronting the problem of 
violations of women’s rights. Such guidelines are imperative tools for 
political engagement and laying a framework for developing material 
strategies for change.

Objectives
Present study has been carried to fulfill following objectives.

To study the association between women right’s awareness with age, 
education, family type and marital status of respondent

Methodology
Descriptive survey method was used to collect the relevant data for 
study. Descriptive statistics was used to describe the main features of 
collected data in quantitative terms.
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Sample 
A sample of 50 women were purposively selected from Jhansi. 

Tools used 
A self-structured Women Rights Awareness Questionnaire was used 
for present study. 

Statistical Technique
‘Chi-square’ test was used to study the significant association between 
categorical variables.

Results and Disscusion
Table 1: Association of women rights awareness along with their age

Age
(years)

Women Rights Awareness
Slightly 
aware

Somewhat 
aware

Moderately 
aware

Extremely 
aware Total

20-33 1(2) 1(2) 2(4) 6(12) 10(20)
31-40 0(0) 3(6) 5(10) 10(20) 18(36)
41-50 1(2) 2(4) 6(12) 7(14) 16(32)
Above 50 0(0) 2(4) 1(2) 3(6) 6(12)
Total 2(4) 8(16) 14(28) 26(52) 50(100)
χ2= .839, df- 9, P>0.05

Table 1 depicts the association between women rights awareness 
and age of the respondents. Results disclosed that women in the age 
group of 31-40 years were more aware about their right followed by 
women between 41-50 years with the percentage of 36 and 32. Similar 
pattern was observed in the extremely aware category about the rights. 
Twenty percent women were extremely aware about their right in 
the age group of 31-40 years followed by 12 percent in the age group 
of 41-50 years of women. No association was found between women 
right awareness and age of the respondent (χ2= .839). A study has been 
conducted by Agrawal (2004) in Agra city, results showed that young 
age group scored significantly higher than old age group. ⁵

Table 2 portraits the association between women right awareness and 
type of family of the respondent. Result shows that women belong 
to nuclear family were more aware (24%) about their rights. Thirty 
percent of women who were extremely aware about their right were 
from nuclear families followed by 20 percent were from joint families. 
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Statically significant association was seen between women right 
awareness and family type of the respondent (χ2= .035).

Table 3: Association of women rights awareness along with their education

Education
Women Rights Awareness

Slightly 
aware

Somewhat 
aware

Moderately 
aware

Extremely 
aware Total

Below senior 
secondary

0(0) 2(4) 1(2) 0(0) 3(6)

Graduate 1(2) 3(6) 2(4) 4(8) 10(20)
Post graduate 1(2) 3(6) 7(14) 11(22) 22(44)
Above post 
graduate

0(0) 0(0) 4(8) 11(22) 15(30)

Total 2(4) 8(16) 14(32) 26(52) 50(100)

χ2= .133, df- 9, P>0.05

Figures in parentheses indicates percentage

Table 3 revealed association between women right awareness and 
education of the respondent. The table further disclosed that post 
graduate women were more (44%) aware about their rights. While 
post graduate and above post graduate were extremely aware about 
their rights with the same percentage of 22. Statistically no association 
was seen between women rights awareness and education of the 
respondent (χ2= .133). A study has been conducted by Agrawal (2004) 
in Agra city, results were contradictory and showed that high educated 
people scored significantly higher than low educated people. ⁵

Table 2: Association of women rights awareness along with type of family 

Type of 
Family

Women Rights Awareness
Slightly 
aware

Somewhat 
aware

Moderately 
aware

Extremely 
aware Total

Nuclear 2(4) 4(8) 3(6) 15(30) 24(48)
Extended 0(0) 1(2) 6(12) 1(2) 8(16)
Joint 0(0) 3(6) 5(10) 10(20) 18(36)
Total 2(4) 8(16) 14(28) 26(52) 50(100)
χ2= .035, df- 6, P<0.05

Figures in parentheses indicates percentage 
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Table 4: Association if women right awareness along with their marital status

Marital 
Status

Women Rights Awareness
Slightly 
aware

Somewhat 
aware

Moderately 
aware

Extremely 
aware Total

Married 1(2) 5(10) 9(18) 19(38) 34(68)
Unmarried 1(2) 3(6) 5(10) 7(14) 16(32)
Total 2(4) 8(16) 14(28) 26(52) 50(100)
χ2= .848, df- 3, P>0.05

Figures in parentheses indicates percentage

Table 4 describes the association between women right awareness and 
martial status of the respondents. Results depicts that married women 
were more aware about their rights in comparison of unmarried 
women with the percentage of 68 and 32 respectively. Results further 
disclosed that 38 percent married women were extremely aware about 
their rights followed by moderately aware 18 percent and somewhat 
aware 10 percent. Statistically no association was seen between women 
right awareness and marital status of the respondent (χ2= .848).

Conclusion
Women empowerment is a continuum of several unified and mutually 
supporting components among which awareness generation is the 
most crucial and preliminary one. Education is not only responsible for 
making the women aware of their rights and opportunities. Educated 
women can recognize the importance of these facilities and know how 
to seek it for themselves. However, besides education present study laid 
emphasis on the effect of different variables like family type, age and 
marital status on the level of awareness among women regarding their 
rights. Conclusion drawn from the study clearly showed that women 
of nuclear families are more aware about their rights in comparison of 
women of joint and extended families. No significant association was 
observed between age, education and marital status of women with the 
awareness about women rights.
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