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Abstract

The study was conducted in Wayanad district in Kerala with the objective of
gender-wise participation, decision making and time taken on farm activities
among goat farmers of Wayanad district, Kerala by using simple random sampling
method, sixty goat farmers comprising a flock size between one to twenty goats
were selected. The study revealed that majority of the goat farmers were women
and out of which most of them were supported by male family members in
various activities as well. Although, women participated to a certain extent with
an observable gender based variation in decision making. In fact, there was an
improvement in their livelihood after undertaking small farming using spare
time at home. It was further noted that if there was more involvement of Women
Self Help Groups like Kudumbasree in goat rearing, they might had the capacity
to completely undertake the venture their own. It was suggested that there was
an imperative need for imparting entrepreneurial training to the respondents
in goat farming along with provision of resources such as good quality breeds,
grazing land, feed, market and veterinary care for women self-help groups. It was
further noted that there was a correlation between correct decision makings and
the quality of production and its impact on other natural resources.

Introduction

Goats are considered to be one of the important animal in
small farming systems and in the lives of marginal farmers of
developing countries. This importance is related to their varied role in
livestock production due to size of the herd in relative proportion to
other animals if any and scale and intensity of production. They also
act as regenerators of vegetation through dispersal of seeds through
droppings and browsing and thus help in maintaining ecological
balance. In Kerala, of the 33.99 lakh cattle, buffalo and goats over one
third (i.e. 12.13 lakhs) are goats while less than two thirds are cattle
(George et al., 2010). Despite the fact that goats form nearly one third
of the farm animals (other than poultry and pigs), this sector has not
received due emphasis in development, research and extension. But
it should also be inferred that goat farming forms substantial part of
livestock economy of the state. Moreover, in situation where the land
is of poor quality and is marginal, crop cultivation is often difficult
and is rarely intensive. In a state which is constrained by several
environmental factors such as rainfall, high temperature and poor soil
fertility, goat farming must be given more importance in the coming
future.

In India, about 833 million people constituting 68.84 per cent of the
population live in rural areas, of which 405.17 million, that is, 48.60
per cent are women (Dash and Srinath, 2013). Women in rural are
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always venerable to basic needs-food, nutrition, security, education and
health. They are economically weak and have less opportunity as well
as participation for income generation in majority of the families in the
rural and other backward communities. Rural women totally depend
on agriculture and allied activities for livelihood and upliftment of
their living standards (Pradhan et al., 2016).Goat rearing forms the most
useful way of earning for women who are homemakers. Moreover,
provides companionship as well as acts as a medium of entertainment
for families which cannot afford to the modern technology rarely
available in rural community.

Gender participation responsible for small ruminant production differs
from region to region,family type, culture and stage of economic
development. Thus in order to reduce the variation, the study was
conducted in Wayanad district among 60 goat farmers to highlight
gender-wise participation,decision making and time taken on farm
activities among goat farmers of Wayanad district, Kerala.

The following objectives were set:

1. Participation- on routine activities in goat enterprises based on
gender

2. Decision making-on goat farming activities based on gender

Time allocation on goat farm activities among goat farmers of
Wayanad district.

Methodology

Wayanad district of Kerala was purposively selected for the study. By
using simple random sampling method, sixty goat farmers comprising
a flock size between one to twenty goats were selected. Data were
collected from respondents using a well structured interview schedule.
The variables under study included gender-wise decision making,
participation and time taken on farm activities.

Interpretation

The study was conducted on a randomly selected population of sixty,
containing 37 (61.67 per cent) males and 23 (38.33 per cent) females
with the majority, about 53.33 per cent of them falling under the age
group old (50 and above years) and 41.67 per cent under middle age
group (35 to 50 years). Half of the respondents (50 per cent) had eleven
or more number of goats. Twenty three of them had within a range of
five to eleven goats. Half of the respondents had an experience within
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Table 1: Socio-personal variables under study
N=60

Sl. No. Variables studied Categories F  Percentage
1. Gender Male 37 61.67
Gender Female 23 38.33
2. Age Old (50 and above years) 32 53.33
Middle (between 35 to 50 years) 25 41.67
Age Young (below 35 years) 5.00
3. Number of goats reared 1-4 7 11.67
5-10 23 38.33
Number of goats reared 11 and above 30 50.00
4. Experience in goat rearing 1to5 30 50.00
5to 10 24 40.00
Experience in goat rearing  above 10 6 10.00
5. Family type Nuclear 56 93.33
Family type Joint 4 6.67
6. Family size Less than or equal to 5 50 83.33
Family size More than 5 10 16.67

the range one to five years and ten per cent had above ten years. Among
the family type, Majority (93.33 per cent) of those were nuclear family
and 83.33 per cent having family size less than five (Table 1).

Gender Wise Participation

From the data we could find out that activities like flushing, care
during kidding, care of new born, deworming, treatment of sick
animals, cleaning of shed, collection of fodder, watering, feeding, care
of pregnant does, identification of sick animals and milking was done
mainly by the female population, with some case of equal participation
of males. Whereas vaccination, acquiring bank loans or sale of milk was
not practiced by the majority. Activities like sale of goat, purchasing of
food from market, purchase of replacement stock was done mainly by
the male community (Table 2).

Gender Wise Decision Making

From the data we could find out that decision making on farm activities
like watering, feeding, cleaning of shed, care of pregnant does, care
of sick animal and milking was mainly done by the females only. On
activities like collection of fodder and grazing, both male and female
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Table 2: Gender wise participation in goat keeping activities

N=60
Goat Keeping Only Both male Only male Hired Not
Sl activities female  and female Y labour  performing
No.
Occational r Per r Per r Per r Per Per
cent cent cent cent cent
. Constructionof shed 2 333 3 500 28 46.67 27 4500 0 0.00
2. Flushing of doe/ 25 4167 6 10.00 10 16.67 1 1.67 18 30.00
ewes
Care during kidding 27 45.00 14 2333 14 2333 1 1.67 6.67
Care of new born 30 50.00 17 2833 8 1333 2 3.33 5.00
kids
Deworming of goats 21 35.00 10 16.67 13 21.67 0.00 16 26.67
Vaccination 2 333 2 333 7 1167 0.00 49 81.67
Treatment of sick 17 2833 20 33.33 18 30.00 333 3 5.00
animal
8. Sale of goat 8 1333 6 10.00 30 50.00 0 0.00 16 26.67
Purchasing of feed 7 11.67 6.67 45 75.00 1 167 3 5.00
from market
10. Purchase of 4 667 4 667 30 5000 0 0.00 22 36.67
replacement stock
11. Acquiring bankloan 1 1.67 0 000 4 667 0 0.00 55 91.67
) Only Both male Only male Hired Not
s, Goat Keeping female  and female Y labour  performing
activities
No. Daily r Per r Per r Per r Per r Per
cent cent cent cent cent
1. Cleaning of shed 30 50.00 16 26.67 13 21.67 1 1.67 0.00
Collection of fodder 20 33.33 19 31.67 18 30.00 1 1.67 3.33
Taking goat for 16 26.67 10 16.67 13 21.67 1 167 20 33.33
grazing
Watering 32 5333 17 2833 9 1500 1 167 1 1.67
Feeding of 22 36.67 8 13.33 11 1833 1 1.67 18 30.00
marketing stock
6. Feeding of breeding 21 35.00 6 10.00 10 16.67 1 1.67 22 36.67
buck
7. Care of pregnant 27 4500 22 3667 8 1333 1 167 2 333
does
8. Identification of sick 28 46.67 19 31.67 10 1667 1 167 2 3.33
animal
9. Milking of does 21 35.00 13 21.67 15 25.00 1 1.67 10 16.67
10. Sales of milk 7 1167 5 833 5 833 0 000 43 71.67
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Table 3: Gender wise decision making in goat keeping activities

N=60

sl Goat Keeping activities Only female BOH}E’ZZZIIZ and Only male

o Occasional F  Percent F  Percent F  Percent
1. Construction of shed 6 10.00 18 30.00 36 60.00
2. Flushing of doe/ewes 24 40.00 18  30.00 18 30.00
3. Care during kidding 24 40.00 22 36.67 14 23.33
4. Care of new born kids 23 38.33 22 36.67 15 25.00
5. Deworming of goats 21 35.00 18 30.00 21 35.00
6. Vaccination 12 2000 20 3333 28 46.67
7. Treatment of sick animal 15 25.00 23 38.33 22 36.67
8. Sale of goat 8 1333 11 1833 41 68.33
9. Purchasing of feed from 8 13.33 9 15.00 43 71.67

market
10. Purchase of replacement 7 11.67 10 16.67 43 71.67
stock

11. Taking bank loans 7 11.67 10 16.67 42 70.00
g Goat Keeping activities Only female Bot}}eﬁilé and Only male

e Daily F  Percent F  Percent F  Percent
1. Cleaning of shed 25 4167 22 36.67 13 21.67
2. Collection of fodder 21 35.00 24 40.00 15 25.00
3. Taking goat for grazing 20 33.33 20 33.33 20 33.33
4. Watering 29 48.33 20 33.33 11 18.33
5. Feeding of marketing stock 24 40.00 16 26.67 20 33.33
6. Feeding of breeding buck 23 38.33 19 3167 18 30.00
7. Care of pregnant does 27 45.00 21 35.00 12 20.00
8. Identification of sick animal 26 43.33 22 36.67 12 20.00
9. Milking of does 24 40.00 20 3333 16 26.67
10. Sales of milk 19 31.67 17 2833 23 38.33

took decisions. In case of sales of milk, decision making was mainly
done by males (Table 3).
Time Allocation

Since the time allocation for each farm activity was also included as an
objective in our study, the same was discussed with the respondents
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Table 4: Time spent for each activities mentioned below

N=60
Sl . L . .
No Goat Keeping activities Time spend in hours/ day
Cleaning of shed 2 to 10 days
Care during kidding 3 to 4 hours
Care of new born kids 30 to 45 minutes
Deworming 6- 8 months
4. Vaccination of animals Only 10.00 per cent of the respondents studies
were vaccinating their animals
Treatment of animals Every morning around 30 minutes
Purchase of feed from the monthly in two weekly not doing
market weeks
22 1 31 6
(36.67%)  (1.67 %) (51.67 %)  (10.00 %)
7. Cleaning of shed Takes on an average 30 to 35 minutes for
cleaning the shed
8. Collection of fodder grass  Takes on an average 45 minutes to 1 hour for
collecting fodder for goats
9. Taking goat for grazing Takes on an average 2 hours for grazing the
animals
10.  Watering Takes 15 to 20 minutes for watering
11.  Feeding of marketing stock Takes on an average 40 to 45 minutes
12.  Feeding of breeding buck  Takes on an average 15 to 20 minutes
13.  Care of pregnant does Takes on an average 30 minutes
14.  Identification of sick Takes on an average 5-6 minutes per animal
animal
15.  Milking On an average 5-6 minutes per animal
16.  Sales of milk Only three of the respondents are doing sales

of goat milk and they spend around an hour for
this purpose

and an average duration was estimated. Construction of shed required
an average of two to ten days. It's a nonrecurring activity. About three
to four hours was spent for care during kidding per day and care of
new born kids required about 30 to 45 minutes. Deworming was done
periodically in an average of six to eight months. Only 10 per cent of
the respondents studied were vaccinating their animals. Treatment
of sick animals was done every morning and required around 30
minutes. About 36.67 per cent of the respondents purchased feed from
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the market monthly, 1.67 per cent in two weeks, 51.67 per cent weekly
and 10 per cent was not doing the purchase of feed from market.
Collection of fodder grass takes on an average 45 minutes to one hour
for collecting fodder for goats. It takes on an average two hours for
grazing the animal. For watering about 15 to 20 minutes are required.
About 40 to 45 minutes and 15 to 20 minutes are required for feeding of
marketing stock and breeding buck. About 30 minutes on an average
is taken for care of pregnant does. For identification of sick animals,
on an average five to six minutes is taken per animal. Mainly this
identification is done during the feeding time itself. Similarly, on an
average five to six minutes is taken for milking per animal. Only three
respondents are doing sales of goat milk and they spend around an
hour for this purpose (Table 4).

Conclusion

The study revealed that majority of the goat farmers in Wayanad
district were women and out of which most of them were supported by
male family members in various activities as well. In other words, most
of the regular activities in goat keeping were performed by women
while the occasional activities by men, although, women participated
to a certain extent with an observable gender based variation in
decision making as previously recorded in an article by N Narmatha
et al (2015). In fact, there was an improvement in their livelihood after
undertaking small farming using spare time at home. Moreover, they
could contribute their earnings for running the family (Rajkumar, 2014).
It was further noted that if there was more involvement of Women
Self Help Groups like Kudumbasree in goat rearing, they might had
the capacity to completely undertake the venture their own. It was
earlier suggested that there was an imperative need for imparting
entrepreneurial training to the respondents in goat farming along with
provision of resources such as good quality breeds, grazing land, feed,
market and veterinary care for women self-help groups (Kavitha et al.,
2011). It was further noted that there was a correlation between correct
decision makings and the quality of production and its impact on other
natural resources (Rober, 2017). Using the right amount of water and
fodder was thus taken as an important aspect for more economic and
eco-friendly production in a broader sense.
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