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Abstract

The present study was conducted to understand the profile characteristics of
undergraduate students of TANUVAS, Chennai, India. The sample size for the
study consisted of 300 final year students pursuing B.V.Sc. & A.H and B. Tech.
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courses at the six constituent colleges of TANUVAS. The data were collected
personally through a well-structured and pre-tested questionnaire. The study
revealed that majority of the students were in the age group of 21-22 years with
majority of the students being male and hailing from rural background. Majority
of the students belonged to Backward Caste (BC) and had nuclear family with
up to 5 members. The students had relatively good academic performances and
had medium level of information seeking behaviour, self-confidence, achievement
motivation and economic motivation.

Key words: Demographic Profile, Undergraduate, Students, Veterinary
Science.

Introduction

Individuals are constantly shaped by the environment and the
circumstances from which they surround themselves. Teachers need
to understand that every student has been influenced by demographic
characteristics in order to be effective (VanderStel, 2014). It is important
to know about the demographic characteristics affecting education and
how better knowledge of these demographics can be utilized to benefit
the student. Student performance is naturally considered a critical
aspect for many educationists and others since a long period (Alhajraf
and Alasfour, 2014). Veterinarians are occupying an important place
in the society due to their role in treatment of various diseases and
illness of animals, preventing economic loss to livestock owners and
also aiding for public health. Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal
Sciences University (TANUVAS) emerged as the knowledge capital in
veterinary and animal sciences and recently food, dairy and poultry
technology in the country and serves to meet the needs of academicians,
students, farmers, entrepreneurs and the public at large. The main
mission of TANUVAS is to impart education, further the advancement
of learning and prosecution of research and undertake extension to
rural people in co-operation with the government departments in
different branches of veterinary and animal sciences. The demographic
profile of the students would help to frame a student-driven curriculum
based upon their social and educational background. It will also help
in determining the extent to which they are representative of the
community. Hence, the present study was carried out to analyze the
demographic profile of students in all the six constituent colleges of
TANUVAS, Chennai, India.
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Methodology

All the final year undergraduate students undergoing B.V.Sc &
A.H., B. Tech. (Food, Dairy and Poultry Technology) courses at the
six constituent colleges viz., Madras Veterinary College, Chennai,
Veterinary College and Research Institute at Namakkal, Tirunelveli and
Orathanadu, College of Poultry Production and Management, Hosur
and College of Food and Dairy Technology, Koduveli, of TANUVAS
were selected purposively. A total of 300 students constituted the
sample for this study. The variables for the study were selected from
experts’ opinion and past literatures. Data were collected from the
students personally by the researcher by constructing a well-structured
and pre-tested questionnaire. The responses of the students were
obtained and classified based on frequency, percentage, mean and
standard deviation.

Findings and Discussion

On the overall, majority (87.09%) of the students were under the age
category of 21-22 years followed by 10.74 per cent of them in 23-24
years old and only 2.17 per cent were more than 25 years of age.

More than one-half (54.92%) of the students were male (45.08%) and
the rest were female. Interestingly, for B. Tech. students, 50.00 per cent
each of them were males and females. Considering the residential area,
52.75 per cent of them were from rural areas followed by semi-urban
(24.47%) and urban (22.78%). Compared to veterinary science students,
more than one-half (54.35%) of the B. Tech. students had urban and
semi-urban background. Even though the numbers of male students
are more as compared to female, the gender gap is less which shows
that female students are getting enrolled into higher education. The
result also indicates that students from rural background outnumbered
students from other areas which could be due to more livestock and
poultry orientated activities seeninrural areas that could have instigated
them to join in the undergraduate courses offered at TANUVAS.

Majority (55.92%) of the students belong to BC category and 84.72 per
cent live in a nuclear family with 83.04 per cent having family members
up to five. Similar trend was noticed among Veterinary science and
B. Tech. students. This shows a decline in the Indian traditional joint
family system in the country. Slightly above one-third (51.45%) of the
students had a gross family income of less than Rs 1,00,000 and one-
third of the parents educational qualification was higher secondary
pass. Unlike Veterinary science students, more than one-third (36.95%)
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Table 1: Distribution of undergraduate students of TANUVAS
based on their demographic profile

n=300
s . veternary G i
No. Particulars science (Food/ Dairy/ Overall
students Poultry)
1. Age 21-22 years 80.71 93.48 87.09
23-24 years 14.96 6.52 10.74
More than 25 years 433 - 217
Total 100 100 100.00
2. Gender Male 59.84 50.00 54.92
Female 40.16 50.00 45.08
Total 100 100 100.00
3.  Residential Urban 21.65 23.92 22.78
area Rural 59.84 45.65 52.75
Semi urban 18.51 30.43 24.47
Total 100 100 100.00
4. Community OC 591 4.35 513
BC 57.48 54.35 55.92
MBC 18.89 26.09 22.49
SC 16.14 15.21 15.67
ST 1.58 - 0.79
Total 100 100 100.00
5. Family type Nuclear 84.65 84.78 84.72
Joint 15.35 15.22 15.28
Total 100 100 100.00
6. Familysize Uptob 83.46 82.61 83.04
More than 5 16.54 17.39 16.96
Total 100 100 100.00
7. Gross annual Less than Rs. 1,00,000 68.12 34.79 51.45
family Rs. 1,00,000- Rs. 2,00,000 12.20 8.69 10.45
income
Rs. 2,00,000- Rs. 3,00,000 5.12 13.05 9.09
Rs. 3,00,000- Rs. 4,00,000 4.72 6.52 5.62
Rs. 4,00,000 and above 9.84 36.95 23.39
Total 100 100 100.00
8. OGPA 6.5t07.4 51.58 4.35 27.96
7.5t08.9 47.24 91.30 69.27

9.0 to 10.0 1.18 4.35 2.77
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: . Veteinary g i
No. Particulars science (Food/ Dairy/ Overall
students Poultry)
Total 100 100 100.00
9. Information Low 13.00 15.00 14.00
seeking Medium 70.00 68.00 69.00
behaviour
High 17.00 17.00 17.00
Total 100 100 100.00
10. Self Low 18.50 13.04 15.77
confidence o diym 72.05 67.39 69.72
High 9.45 19.57 14.51
Total 100 100 100.00
11. Achievement Low 20.08 13.04 16.56
motivation  yfedium 64.96 67.39 66.17
High 14.96 19.57 17.27
Total 100 100 100.00
12. Economic Low 13.39 15.22 14.30
motivation  yfedium 73.62 76.09 74.86
High 12.99 8.69 10.84
Total 100 100 100.00
13. Parents education Veterinary science B. Tech. students
students
Father Mother Father Mother
a Mliterate 9.47 16.59 6.52 21.74
b Primary 13.99 17.41 6.52 8.69
¢ Higher Secondary 31.68 36.04 32.61 26.09
d  Diploma/Certificate courses 21.39 14.58 17.39 21.74
e  Graduate 15.23 10.53 17.39 4.35
f Post graduate 8.24 4.85 19.57 17.39
Total 100 100 100 100.00
14. Parents occupation
a  Agriculture/ Animal Husbandry 41.56 23.08 21.74 13.04
b  Government 31.69 12.95 36.95 23.92
¢ Private 6.58 0.41 6.53 8.69
d  Others (home maker, NGO etc) 20.16 63.56 34.78 54.35
Total 100 100 100 100.00
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of the B. Tech. students had more than Rs. 4,00,000 as their gross annual
family income. With regard to parents’ occupation, two-fifths (41.56%)
of Veterinary students’ fathers were engaged in agriculture/animal
husbandry activity and 36.04 per cent of B. Tech. students fathers were
employed in government jobs. Majority of mothers of both Veterinary
science (63.56%) and B. Tech. students (54.35%) were engaged in other
jobs like NGOs, home-makers or daily wagers.

More than one-half (69.27%) of the students had a Grade Point Average
of 7.5 to 8.9 which showed a good academic performance which could
be due to the involvement and efforts put forth by the students. An
overwhelming majority (95.65%) of the B. Tech. students obtained more
than 7.5 OGPA unlike the veterinary science students (48.42%). Sixty
nine per cent had a medium level of information seeking behaviour,
followed by high (17.00%) and low (14.00%) level. This could be due to
easy accessibility and availability of information now through online
which might have increased the information seeking behaviour of
the students. However, majority of the students showed low (15.77%)
to medium (15.77%) trend in self-confidence and only 14.51 per cent
of students had high level of self-confidence. However, high self-
confidence was found in B. Tech. students (19.57%) than Veterinary
science students (9.45%). This could be due to the encouragement
shortfall faced by the students during their course of study.

Majority (66.17 per cent) of the students had medium level of
achievement motivation followed by high (17.27%) and low (16.56%)
level. In terms of economic motivation, majority (74.86%) of the students
fall under medium level followed by low level (14.30%) and high level
(10.84%). Similar trends were noticed in both Veterinary science and B.
Tech. students. This might be due to the short-term goals of the students
whereby they aim to do better only in their academic curricula. Similar
findings were reported by Alhajraf and Alasfour (2014).

Conclusion

The findings of the study revealed that majority of the students have
a good academic performance and high academic motivation however
they lack behind in their self-confidence and economic motivation. The
students also come from variety of background, be it their residential
area or community or economic status, which shows that the students
have a varying level of living standards. Hence special attention on
improving the self-confidence and economic motivation of the students
needs to be focussed by the academic institutions by conducting
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personality development programmes for overall holistic development
of students and their role in the society.
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