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Abstract

Dowry known social curse existing in our nation since our independence. The
most heinous and shocking forms of dowry are dowry death and homicidal deaths
of women in India. The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 provides the protection
against this crime, still every year more than 8000 cases are registered for dowry
death under crime against women in India.

Keywords: Crime against women, Dowry death, Indian Citation Index.

Introduction

owry — a social curse existing in India since independence. The

most terrible and shocking forms of dowry are dowry deaths and
homicidal deaths of women in the nation. Naveen et al. (2012) have
observed the majority of the death occurred were suicidal (85.1%) in
nature followed by accidental (11.6%) and homicidal deaths (3.3%).
The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 provides the protection against this
crime. According to Crime in India 2015 Statistics report of National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), every year approximately 8000 cases
are registered for dowry death under crime against women in India
(Fig. 1). The total cases of dowry deaths were reported in Uttar Pradesh
(2,335 cases) alone followed by Bihar (1,154 cases).

The present study is aimed on the topic “dowry” in India. It is also
applied to the historical research analysis. India has developed Indian
Citation Index (ICI) database to conduct bibliometric analysis.

ICI database is covering approximately 1000 top Indian scholarly
journals that covering all the disciplines. The same database enables to
search various subject like sciences, social sciences, arts, and humanities
to turns raw data into the powerful information and its enable a
researcher to determine top author and top articles in chosen field.
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Fig. 1: Crime against Women registered in the crime head: “dowry death”
during 2011 - 2015 [Source: Crime in India 2015 Statistics, NCRB].
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Results

Year-wise analysis

The total number of 162 articles were published on the topic “dowry”
retrieved from ICI database from year 2004-17 (Table 1). The highest
number of record count observed in the year of 2013 followed by 2014
and 2012 (Fig. 2).

Table 1: Year-wise record counts (2004-17) observed on the topic “dowry” from
Indian Citation Index.

Year Record counts
2004 8
2005 9
2006 9
2007 11
2008

2009

2010

2011 13
2012 15
2013 23
2014 22
2015 14
2016 11
2017 9

Total 162
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Fig. 2: Graphical representation of year-wise record counts on the topic
“dowry” from Indian Citation Index (2004-17).

Subject-wise analysis

7

The contribution of authors related to “dowry” was classified into
various subject category (Table 2). Here, Health Science and Social
Sciences are the top most subject category with highest number of
contribution as 34% and 29%, respectively (Fig. 3).

Table 2: Subject wise categorization of the work related to “dowry” inherited from
Indian Citation Index (2004-17).

Sr. No. Subject Category Percent (%) Proposition
1 Health Science 34.38%
2 Social Science 29.17%
3 Toxicology 11.46%
4 Law 4.69%
5 Psychology 417%
6 Population Studies 3.65%
7 Anthropology 3.13%
8 Education 3.13%
9 Pharmacology and Pharmaceutical Science 3.13%

10 Others 3.13%
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Fig. 3: Categorization of the work related to “dowry” from year 2004-17 in
subject category derived from Indian Citation Index.

Document type-wise analysis

From Indian Citation Index, the following are the document type
generated on the selected topic: Research Article, Special Article,
Case Study, Review Article, Editorial, and Proceedings Paper (Table
3). Among all document type, the majority of articles were grouped a
form of research articles (n=134; 82.12%) (Fig. 4).
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Fig. 4: Number and percent (%) proposition of types of documents on the
topic “dowry” derived from Indian Citation Index (2004-17).
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Table 3: Top document types from record counts represented as percent (%)
proposition on the topic “dowry” derived from Indian Citation Index (2004-17).

Sr. No. Documents Type Percent (%) Proposition
1 Research Article 82.12%
2 Special Article 5.56%
3 Case Study 4.32%
4 Review Article 4.32%
5 Editorial 1.85%
6 Proceedings Paper 1.23%

Author-wise analysis

Table 4: Top ten authors observed on the topic “dowry” from

Indian Citation Index (2004-17).

Sr. No. Authors Percent (%) Proposition
1 Kaur Ravinder 13.04%
2 Sharma B 13.04%
3 Sinha U 13.04%
4 Jejeebhoy Shireen 8.70%
5 Kodoth Praveena 8.70%
6 Nigam A 8.70%
7 Nuchhi U 8.70%
8 Pandey S 8.70%
9 Srivastava A 8.70%
10 Srivastava P 8.70%
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Fig. 5: Proportional box-based representation of top ten authors on the
topic “dowry” identified from Indian Citation Index (2004-17).
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Top author is who contribute the numbers of article in one topic in
his/her career. In this study, top authors who contributed on the topic
“dowry” were identified (Table 4). The contribution from top three
authors i.e. Kaur Ravinder, Sharma B and Sinha U have covered the
one third of total contribution from top ten authors in “dowry” (Fig. 5).

Journal-wise analysis
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Table 5: Top publication on the topic “dowry” (2004-17) identified from

Indian Citation Index.

Sr. No. Publication Name Percent. (.% )
Proposition
1 Journal of Indian Academy of Forensic Medicine 27.96%
2 Indian Journal of Forensic Medicine & Toxicology 15.05%
3 Economic and Political Weekly 11.83%
4 Asian Journal of Research in Social Sciences and Humanities 9.68%
5 Indian Journal of Social Research 7.53%
6 Medico-Legal Update 7.53%
7 Indian Journal of Gender Studies 6.45%
8 The Criterion: An International Journal in English 5.38%
9 Indian Internet Journal of Forensic Medicine & Toxicology 4.30%
10  South Asia Research 4.30%
South Asia Research I 4.30%
Indian Internetjot#zr::lﬂ:lfﬂgrensic Medicine & I 4.30%
The Criterion: An International Journal in English  INNININIMIN 5.38%
Indian Journal of Gender Studies  [IIMMIMIINN 6.45%
Medico-Legal Update MMM 7.53%
Indian Journal of Social Research NI 7.53%
Asian Journal of REHSE::;:;?EEOC“' SENCES ANy 9.68%
Economic and Political Weekly I 11.83%
Indian Journal of Forensic Medicine & Toxicology I 15.05%
Joumal of Indian Academy of Forensic Medicine IR 27 .96%
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Fig. 6: Journal-wise publication on the topic “dowry” prepared

from Indian Citation Index (2004-17).

The selection of journal for publication by author is majorly depends
on the kind of articles it publishes and the institute/society from
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where the journal is published. Based on this study, top journals were
identified for publication of the articles related to “dowry” (Table 5).
Here, three journals namely: Journal of Indian Academy of Forensic
Medicine; Indian Journal of Forensic Medicine & Toxicology; Economic
and Political Weekly were top most selected journal for the publication
by authors for work related to “dowry” (Fig. 6).

Article-wise analysis

Table 6: Top cited articles on the topic “dowry” (2004-17) observed from Indian
Citation Index.

Sr Total Total
’ Title L. Citations Year  Publication Name
No. Citations
per Year
1 Thermal burn: An 16 1.6 2008 Journal of Indian
epidemiological prospective Academy of
study Forensic Medicine
2 Study of some socio-etiological 11 1.2 2009 Journal Of Indian
aspects of unnatural female Academy of
deaths at Government Medical Forensic Medicine
College, Aurangabd
3 Hinduism, marriage and 7 1.40 2013 Indian Journal of
mental illness Psychiatry
4 The study of un-natural female 6 0.75 2010 Journal of Indian
deaths in Vadodara city Academy of
Forensic Medicine
5 An autopsy study of socio- 5 0.71 2011 Journal of Indian
etiological aspects in dowry Academy of
death cases Forensic Medicine
6  Burns septicemia- The leading 5 0.50 2008 Journal of Punjab
cause of burn mortality Academy of
Forensic Medicine
& Toxicology
7  Migration and gender in India 4 0.80 2013 Economic and
Political Weekly
8 Dowry among Indian 3 0.33 2009 Indian Journal of
Muslims: Ideals and practices Gender Studies
9  Study of unnatural deaths in 3 0.43 2011 Journal of Indian
females: A medicolegal study Academy of
at rural medical college, Loni Forensic Medicine
.. . Journal of Indian
1o Suicidal hanging: A 3 043 2011 Academy of

prospective study

Forensic Medicine
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The citation of any article is generally referred as the article read and
quoted in literature by an author. The number of citation of any articles
represents the highest number of readability and weightage in that
particular topic. In this study, top cited articles on the topic “dowry”
were identified and listed in Table 6. Here, an article titled “Thermal
burn: An epidemiological prospective study” authored by Ghaffar
et al. (2008) was cited 16 times by various authors (Table 6).

States/UTs-wise analysis

Table 7: Top ten States/UTs in number of publication number on the topic “dowry”
(2004-17) identified from Indian Citation Index.

Sr. No. States/UTs Counts
Uttar Pradesh 25
Delhi 21
Karnataka 18
West Bengal 12
Maharashtra
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Fig. 7: Coverage of States/UTs in number of publication on the topic
“dowry” (2004-17) observed from Indian Citation Index.
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It is important to know the contribution of articles from territorial
perspective. Here, the contribution was classified as state/union
territories (UTs) wise entries across the nation (Table 7). Among total
of 36 State/UTs, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and Karnataka were the top most
State/UTs for contribution on “dowry” and it was counted as more
than 50% of among all States/UTs (Fig. 7).

Author-wise analysis from Uttar Pradesh

Table 8: Top ten authors from Uttar Pradesh on the topic “dowry” observed from
Indian Citation Index (2004-17).

Sr. No. Authors Percent (%) Proposition
1 Sinha U 17.65%
2 Kumar Awdhesh 11.76%
3 Pandey S 11.76%
4 Srivastava A 11.76%
5 Srivastava P 11.76%
6 Verma Rajesh 11.76%
7 Pandey Surendra 5.88%
8 Pandit Balram 5.88%
9 Pathak Abhishek 5.88%
10 Pathak Alok 5.88%
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Fig. 8: Proportional box-based representation of top ten authors
from Uttar Pradesh on the topic “dowry” identified from
Indian Citation Index (2004-17).
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The highest number of contribution was recorded from Uttar Pradesh
(Table 7). An additional search was made with the curiosity to know
about the top most authors from Uttar Pradesh in comparison with top
authors across the nation identified and listed in Author-wise analysis
(Table 4). Table 8 listed the top ten authors from Uttar Pradesh on
the topic “dowry”. Here, Sinha U is first top most author from Uttar
Pradesh (Fig. 8) and the same has been listed as third top most author
across the nation (Fig. 4).

Conclusion

Since our independence “dowry” — the social evil has rolled our nation
like snake rolled over the pray. The highest crime rate in respect of
dowry deaths was reported in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. The present
finding will help the readers, lawyers, and policy makers to get

the current status of research and various cases in “dowry” across
the nation.
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